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Automate Data Capture
Whether you need to read remote
panel meters or simply collect data
from bench top tests using multi
meters, Virtual Panel Meter
Software™ is for you. With remote
panel meters, Virtual Panel Meter
Software puts all the meter faces on
a PC screen in the control room,
directly in front of the operator.
Complete data surveillance can be
accomplished without costly walking
around and note taking. With bench
top tests, all data can be recorded
automatically by Virtual Panel Meter
Software as the test progresses,
eliminating expensive manual data
taking.

Digits Bars and Graphs
Present Your Data Clearly
Present data the way that it’s best
understood by your people. Display
4, 9 or 16 meters per screen for
general viewing, or a single meter
for increased operator focus. Vary
the number of digits on each meter
to suit its exact purpose. Display
data as bar charts to relate the
present value to its possible range
of values. Graph data over time to
reveal process trends in a format
that is easily understood.

Alarms, Alerts and Warning
Messages
Virtual Panel Meter Software
provides alarm set points even if
your meters do not. If your meters
have alarms, Virtual Panel Meter
Software can back them up with
redundant safety alarms and you
can have up to sixteen alarms on
the same meter. Each alarm is
represented by a triangular flag on
the bar chart, indicating the alarm
trip point. High and low alarms are
distinguishable from each other and
both change color when actuated.
Each software alarm can display a
warning message of your own
composition. If more than one alarm
has been tripped, each alarm
message rotates through the
message window, each remaining
visible for a few seconds. The alarm
message can be accompanied by a
beep from the PC speaker to alert
the operator.

Datalogging
Datalogging can be invaluable in

Virtual Panel Meter Software™

Test and Measurement Software $249

SPC or in instances where
something has gone wrong, and
nobody is sure what caused it. Data
can be captured at intervals
specified by you, from a date and
time specified by you, until a date
and time specified by you. Virtual
Panel Meter Software can play
back the recorded data on the PC

screen or on a printer for hard copy.
As the vertical cursor line is moved
across the graphs, digital values
appear under each plot name
revealing the actual data point
values. All files are in standard
ASCll, so they can be exported to
commercial spreadsheets and
databases.
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Specifications:
System Requirements:
• IBM Compatible personal

computer 
• MS-DOS operating system version

To Order (Specify Model Number)
Model No. Price Description
SWD-VMETER $249 Virtual Panel Meter Software
PORTMUX 199 Serial port multiplexer

Each unit includes a complete operator’s manual.  Software  supplied on 3.5 inch disks
Ordering Example: SWD-VMETER Virtual Panel Meter software, $249.

Easy to Use
Using Virtual Panel Meter Software
is simplicity itself–it can be
operated using the keyboard, a
mouse, or both. All screens are
available through pull-down menus.
Every option item on every screen
is accompanied by a help window
that clearly defines the function of
the item being selected. No codes
or software “switches” are required
you simply pull down the menu and
click the mouse on the meter of
your choice. When you return to the
screen, everything is changed to
the way you selected it.

Create Your Own Meter s
Virtual Panel Meter Software allows
you to create your own meters by
mathematically combining the
reading from one meter with
another, and displaying the result
as a “virtual” meter on the PC
screen. Any meter on the screen
can be made a virtual meter by
relating it mathematically to any real
or other virtual meter. This is
accomplished through a meter set
up screen. Addition, subtraction,
multiplication and division of
metered values and constants are
supported. Tare, offset, scale, etc.
are simply constants applied
mathematically to a metered value.

Multiple Instrument Suppor t
Virtual Panel Meter Software can
communicate with up to 16
instruments at a time.  The software
supports four computer
communication ports. Connecting
multiple instruments may be
accomplished in a number of ways.
Several addressable instruments
may connected to a single RS-422
or RS-485 communication port. The
PORTMUX RS232 multiplexer may
also be used to connect multiple
instruments to a single RS-232 port.
Each PORTMUX can drive five
serial devices and multiple
PORTMUXs can be cascaded
together to drive any number of
serial devices.

Suppor ted Har dware:
D1000 series, DP41, DP465A*, 
DP 18*, DP 20*, DPS801*, HH442*
*Consult Engineering for availability of
support for these devices and other new
devices.

3.1 or later, Windows 3.1x, or
Windows 95 (Virtual Panel Meter
Software runs in a DOS window)

• Minimum 520Kb of available
memory (2Mb recommended)

• One 3.5" high density disk drive
• Hard disk with 2Mb of

available space

• EGA, VGA or equivalent monitor
(color VGA recommended)

• One RS-232 computer for each
device or one RS232 computer
port and a PortMux Serial Port
Multiplexer

PORTMUX Serial Port Multiplexer
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